
THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT                             29 March 2020 
 
We are sorry to announce that all public worship at St John’s Parish Church, Menston 
has stopped until further notice because of the Coronavirus (COVID-19). 
  
During this time we will produce an alternative version of the Parish Notes. Please visit 
our website for regular updates from St John’s.   
 
READING 1 (OLD TESTAMENT): EZEKIEL 37: 1—14  
 
THE VALLEY OF DRY BONES 
The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of 
the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all 
around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said 
to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” Then he 
said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of 
the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and 
you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover 
you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am 
the Lord.” 
 
So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly  
there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, 
and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered 
them; but there was no breath in them. 9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, 
prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four 
winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” O prophesied as he 
commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their 
feet, a vast multitude. 
 
Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our 
bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ Therefore 
prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, 
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and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land 
of Israel. And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring 
you up from your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall 
live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have 
spoken and will act, says the Lord.” 
 
READING 2 (NEW TESTAMENT) : JOHN 11: 1—45  
 
THE DEATH OF LAZARUS 
Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 
Martha. Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet 
with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, 
he whom you love is ill.” But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to 
death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through 
it.” Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after having 
heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed in the place where he was for two days longer. 
Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” The disciples said to 
him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there 
again?” Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk 
during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. But those who 
walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.” After saying this, he told them, 
“Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” The 
disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” Jesus, however, 
had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to 
sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am glad I was not 
there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” Thomas, who was called the 
Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him. 
 
JESUS THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE 
When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four 
days. Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Jews 
had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. When Martha 
heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at 
home. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 
died. But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” Jesus said 
to her, “Your brother will rise again.” Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again 
in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the 
life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives 
and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I 
believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 
 



JESUS WEEPS  
When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her 
privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” And when she heard it, she got 
up quickly and went to him. Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still 
at the place where Martha had met him. The Jews who were with her in the house, 
consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they 
thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary came where 
Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been 
here, my brother would not have died.” When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews 
who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply 
moved. He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and 
see.” Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” But some of 
them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man 
from dying?” 
 
JESUS RAISES LAZARUS TO LIFE 
Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone 
was lying against it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead 
man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four 
days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the 
glory of God?” So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, 
“Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I have 
said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you 
sent me.” When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come 
out!” The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his 
face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 
 
THE PLOT TO KILL JESUS 
Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, 
believed in him. 

CORONAVIRUS 
Unfortunately the church building is fully 
closed and will no longer be opening 
during the day. See our website for 
updates and resources for worship and 
prayer at home. 
 
CHURCHWARDENS NEEDED  
We are blessed at St John's to have two 
amazing churchwardens. Unfortunately 
they are approaching the end of their term 
of service and so we are looking for others 
to take up this important position. 
Wardens keep the church running in a safe 
and healthy fashion, support the vicar and 
other office holders and oversee aspects 
of buildings, services and churchyard. 
Wardens work closely with the vicar 
planning, supporting and implementing 
the growth and development of the 
church. Ongoing advice will always be  

available. Further information is available 
informally from either a churchwarden 
(Roger and Jonathan) or the vicar (Steve). 
  
CONFIRMATION 
Confirmation is a fantastic way of affirming 
the promises made at your baptism and 
being commissioned into God's service for 
the next chapter of your life. A 
confirmation service will take place in 
church on Sunday 27 September with 
Bishop Toby. If this is something you might 
like to explore, please contact the Vicar. 
 
APRIL MAGAZINE  
Despite out best efforts we have been 
unable to finally collate and distribute the 
magazine this month. Time and events 
caught up with us. However, it will be 
accessible via the website (Church life > 
Magazine). Jan Alexander. 

WE PRAY FOR  
 

The Sick:   Ken Parker, Pauline Blake, Sylvia Bradley, Eva Pinthus,  
  Marjorie Thompson, Madge & Eric Wilkinson, Dorothy  
  Westwell, Rosemary Midgley 
 

The Deceased:  Marjory Gill 
 

Memorial Book: Harry Edmondson, Ernest Tillotson, Horace Woolham,  
  Norman Mulligan, Louisa Sharp, Paddy Barker, Phyllis Wright, 
  June Barnes 
h 

   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~  ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   h 
 

Count Your Blessings in this climate crisis forgive us our apathy  
and strengthen our resolve to take action.  

This could be the year that changes the course of our future. It’s the year of 
critical UN climate talks in Glasgow. Let us pray for a just system that rebalances 
God’s creation, and act by calling on the UK Government to deliver a New Deal 

for Climate Justice.  

Vicar: Revd Steve Proudlove, 12 Fairfax Gardens, Menston, LS29 6ET 
Tel: 877739 Email: vicar@stjohnmenston.org.uk 
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Associate Priest: Revd Andrew Howorth 
Email: associate@stjohnmenston.org.uk 
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Parish Office: Burley Lane, Menston, LS29 6EU 
Tel: 872433 Email: office@stjohnmenston.org.uk 
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