
Genesis 1:6-8 – Sermon during Covid for Lent 

 

The ancient Babylonian creation myth recounts the war between Marduk and Tiamat through which 

the world was created.  A saga written on 7 stone tablets, it presents our world as the result of an 

almighty clash between the warring gods, with Marduk the victor, proclaimed supreme amongst the 

others.  In typically violent and gory fashion, he slays Tiamat with an arrow, clubs her head with a 

mace, and then splits her open like a shellfish to create the sky.  Thus, the sky which separates the 

air above from the water beneath was formed from the body of a dead and defeated goddess. 

In this tale of Marduk, the world is created from the spoils of war, boundaries are set through death 

and destruction, and the sky and the waters beneath, rather than being a blessing, are the leftovers 

of a defeated and dismembered deity.  Our world is simply the side-effect, or collateral damage, of 

the greed and ambition of unimaginable forces arrayed against each other.  This kind of story is by 

no means alone in this way of thinking about our world.  These accounts present the world as we 

know it as an accidental happening built upon death and violence and cosmic survival of the fittest.  

It is a purposeless and ambivalent world where destruction and chaos brought its birth and 

characterise its present and its future.  Gods rule until they are supplanted, and creatures simply 

exist until they are wiped out by the next evolution in the gods’ dominion and ambition. 

The contrast with the Genesis account of creation is complete.  The world’s relationship to its 

creator is as the recipient of benevolence, purpose and a decisive imagination.  Its creator is 

sovereign, unchallenged and providential.  The world is created from nothing by God’s power; it is 

not the dead and decaying leftovers of some divine slaughter.  It is not the random wreckage of an 

ancient war, but instead the ordered creation of a loving God.  It is formed, not formless.  It is a 

world of distinctions: light and dark, sky and waters, earth and sea.  It is a world, not borne of 

swirling chaos, but one where the chaos is controlled and bounded to enable life to flourish 

purposefully – to multiply and fill the earth. 

How we think about our relationship to our world makes a huge difference to how we treat it.  If our 

world is just a random, lucky chance left over from a huge cataclysmic event and build upon death 

and dog-eat-dog survival, then we are perfectly entitled to carry on in this mode.  We can strip our 

world of resource and ravish its prosperity to promote our own survival, knowing that it has ever 

been thus. 

But if our world is lovingly planned and created – the result of life-giving imagination – then we will 

treat it differently.   

We are spending Lent looking at creation with this in mind, and today we talk about water.  The 

contrast with Marduk and Tiamat is important.  For the Babylonians, the sky was the dead, split-

open body of Tiamat after a gruesome and gory demise at the hands of Marduk – hardly a 

benevolent creator!   

But in Genesis we read that God spoke the dome of the sky into being.  The word implies a spreading 

overlay, like an artisan craftsman overlaying an object in gold leaf.  The uncontrolled waters from the 

previous day’s creation are brought to heel and a distinction is created between the sky and the 

waters.  The world order as we know it is formed a bit more, and you can picture God’s crafting hand 

smoothing over the overlay of his beautiful earth.  In verse 7, not only are the sky and the waters 

separated, but the language changes (difficult to see in the English translation) – they are proper 



distinctions, like good and evil, man and woman.  Never again will the sky and waters mix – a dome 

has been set – water would never overwhelm it. 

God not only creates like an artisan, and distinguishes with permanent boundaries, but he also 

names the dome, ‘Sky’.  Naming was important as to name something, you had to have ownership of 

it.  This is why later we will find it significant that Adam names the animals.  But for today, the sky 

and the waters beneath it are God’s creation, distinct and boundaried and peacefully and 

purposefully crafted to perfection.  So different from the body of a dead goddess! 

Which account do we most see when we look at the beauty of the world about us?  What can we say 

about water that makes most sense within these accounts? 

For us, water is boundaried.  It doesn’t flow upwards, and its chemical structure keeps it firmly on 

the ground when otherwise it would exist only as a gas and we couldn’t have anything to drink.  We 

know that water levels are rising, but we also know that water is held in check most of the time.  The 

Bible makes clear that there are boundaries set – but unfortunately, perhaps these aren’t where we 

might choose to set them - and so we have to deal with issues of building on flood plains, and global 

warming causing rising sea levels, eroding coastlines, and earthquakes triggering tsunamis with 

devastating consequences for those living close by.  We don’t make the boundaries and if we were 

to respect our world, we may find that we change our habits.  But we are assured that there are 

boundaries in normal times which we can see and we need them in order that we live well. 

Another characteristic of water is that it is destructive.  We’ve just alluded to that.  Within its 

confines water can be terrifying.  I remember living on the Isle of Man and being constantly amazed 

as the awesome power of the waves in a storm – once my car was shifted from one side of the road 

to the other by a wave, whilst I was still driving it!  The amazing power of water was tamed by God 

at creation as a dome was set and limits created. 

Water isn’t just destructive, though.  It is essential.  We need it to live.  All life on earth needs it, in its 

liquid form, which is only available because of the special chemical properties of water.  Part of the 

benevolence of our creator is the provision of water. 

We also use water for cleaning.  Yes, we could imagine washing in other solvent substances, but it 

wouldn’t be good for our skin!  So in creation, we have water which not only quenches our thirst but 

cleans us and keeps us healthy. 

So, we’ve seen so far that God created water and separated it from the sky like a craftsman creating 

artisan furnishings.  We’ve seen that we relate to water in varied ways, but what I’d like us to reflect 

on further is how God remains sovereign over these relationships with water.   

We talked how water is boundaried.  We may reflect therefore on Jesus, the Son of God, walking 

upon this boundary when we walked on water.  How he demonstrated that although there was a 

boundary set, for God, all things are possible and how even the properties of water which enable it 

to remain liquid do not necessarily apply to God.  God created and therefore the Son of God can 

dance upon the physics of this creation. 

We may remember that water is destructive, but yet, for Jesus, this destructive power is overcome 

in the stilling of the storm.  God remains sovereign and may bring about order just as he pleases, 

even in the midst of a swirling storm. 

We remember that water is essential for life, and yet as we do so, we remember Jesus talking with a 

woman at a well about how he was the living water in whom all thirsts are quenched. 



We remember water as a cleaning fluid, and we may think of baptism where the sinful are made 

clean through the water of baptism, and how the symbolism of baptism involves a death to an old 

life and a rising to a new one through these waters.  This reminds us of Jesus’ baptism, his death and 

his resurrection for each one of us. 

But in all these reflections on water, we realise that God remains the sovereign creator, who 

continues to create order from chaos, who continues to care for his creation, and at whose words, 

waves are stilled and distinctions between the sky and water corrected.  Jesus, the living water, 

provides for us at creation and now.  Jesus, the calmer of the storm, is the word of God who stilled 

the raging waters in Genesis 1, and then again when it threatened the boat on the lake.  Jesus, who 

at creation distinguished the sky from the water then danced within this ordered and formed 

creation as he walked to his disciples on the lake.  Jesus, who died and rose again for us, enables us 

to be clean on the outside in the waters of creation, and on the inside in the waters of baptism as we 

come to him and take our place within his kingdom. 

This Lent, let us therefore review our relationship with creation – a providential and gracious gift 

which must be appreciated and enjoyed rather than ravished and dominated.  And let us also renew 

our relationship with Jesus who demonstrates God’s creative power to us, and provides us a way of 

relating, not just to creation, but to its Creator as well.  Amen. 

 


