
PARISH  
 

NOTES 

THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY              4 OCTOBER 2020 

 

 - Zest - 9.30am in church  

  

 - Service of the Word - 11.00am in church  

(followed by optional Eucharist) 

  

Please also be aware that face coverings should be worn at all times. Any 

overflow from the 11am service will be directed into the Parish Room, where 

they will be able to listen to the service Please maintain physical distancing 

measures when in the church building. Normal hygiene measures (sanitiser 

on entry and exit, etc.) will be in place, and a register will be kept of those 

who attend for the purposes of government contact tracing.  

 

READING 1 (OLD TESTAMENT): EXODUS 20: 1—20 

The Ten Commandments 

h 

Then God spoke all these words: 

I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the 

house of slavery; you shall have no other gods before me. 

 

 

Welcome to 
St John the Divine  
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You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that 

is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water 

under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I 

the Lord your God am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of 

parents, to the third and the fourth generation of those who reject me, but 

showing steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those who love me 

and keep my commandments. 

 

You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for 

the Lord will not acquit anyone who misuses his name. 

 

Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. Six days you shall labor and do 

all your work. But the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God; you 

shall not do any work—you, your son or your daughter, your male or female 

slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. For in six days 

the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested 

the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day and 

consecrated it. 

 

Honour your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the 

land that the Lord your God is giving you. 

 

You shall not murder. 

 



You shall not commit adultery. 

 

You shall not steal. 

 

You shall not bear false witness against your neighbour. 

 

You shall not covet your neighbour’s house; you shall not covet your 

neighbour’s wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that 

belongs to your neighbour. 

 

When all the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, the sound of the 

trumpet, and the mountain smoking, they were afraid and trembled and 

stood at a distance, and said to Moses, “You speak to us, and we will listen; 

but do not let God speak to us, or we will die.” Moses said to the people, 

“Do not be afraid; for God has come only to test you and to put the fear of 

him upon you so that you do not sin.” 

 

READING 2 (NEW TESTAMENT): MATTHEW 21 : 33—END 

The Parable of the Wicked Tenants 

 

“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, 

put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then 

he leased it to tenants and went to another country. When the harvest time 

had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. But the 

tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned  another 

Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the 

same way. Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my 

son.’ But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the 

heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ So they seized him, threw 

him out of the vineyard, and killed him. Now when the owner of the 

vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” They said to him, “He 

will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to 

other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.” 

Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: 

 

‘The stone that the builders rejected 

    has become the cornerstone;  

this was the Lord’s doing, 

    and it is amazing in our eyes’? 

 

Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and 

given to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. The one who falls 

on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it 

falls.”  

 

When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized 

that he was speaking about them. They wanted to arrest him, but they 

feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet. 

 



LIGHT UP A LIFE 

October 4, 5, 9, 10—In memory of 

Bill Evans and the family. 

October 7—Remembering my dear 

sister Florence.  

 

DIAL-A-SERMON 

St John’s has a phone line which 

offers a short Service of the Word. 

The call is charged at your local rate 

(ie. the standard local rate of your 

phone tariff) and is available 24/7. 

01943 666875 

 

SUNDAY RESOURCES  

Today’s Service of the Word video 

and a Zest service video are now on 

our website. Click here to watch! 

 

ST JOHN’S ROOF APPEAL 

Donations are continuing to come in 

and now total £26,815 which, with 

Gift Aid, amounts to £32,148. Many 

thanks to those who have responded 

so generously. We have not yet ‘hit 

our target’ so please consider 

making a donation if you have not 

already done so. Due to the current 

situation with Covid-19, we have 

postponed the distribution of appeal 

letters to the wider community and, 

of course, there have been no recent 

fundraising events.  

 

ROOF APPEAL—POP A POUND  

Please take a labelled jam jar from 

the back of church and pop a 

pound (or two!) each week until we 

end the collection next year. Many 

thanks. 

 

FUNDRAISING BOOKLETS 

Published during the lockdown, two 

new booklets by David Machin are 

for sale at £5 each, every penny to 

the church roof fund. For more 

information, please get in touch. 

hh 

WE PRAY FOR h 

h 
The Sick:      Ken Parker, Pauline Blake, Sylvia Bradley,   

        Marjorie Thompson, Eric Wilkinson 
gh 

Memorial Book:    Ada Outtersides, Brian Midgley, Arthur   
      Outtersides, John Heckingbottom, John Moore,  
      Pamela Smith, Bill Evans 
 hh 
 

~   ~   ~   ~   ~  ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   h 

gh 

 The social services 

 All who work in the criminal justice system 

 Victims and perpetrators of crime 

 The work of aid agencies throughout the world 

 Those living in poverty or under oppression 

j 
     ~   ~   ~   ~   ~  ~   ~   ~   ~   ~    

hj 

O Lord, we beseech you mercifully to hear the prayers 

of your people who call upon you; 

and grant that they may both perceive and know 

what things they ought to do, 

and also may have grace and power faithfully to fulfil them; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen.  

http://www.stjohnmenston.org.uk/weekly-resources

