
PARISH  
 

NOTES 

ADVENT SUNDAY                    29 NOVEMBER 2020  

 

Public services at St John's will resume from Sunday 6 December.  

Until then, the church building will be open for private prayer on Sunday and 

Wednesday from 10am to 4pm. Please ensure you undertake distancing 

and hygiene measures, following the notices displayed in church.  

 

You can find various resources on our website to aid in worship from home, 

including prayer resources, videos, readings, crafts and so much more. Every 

Sunday you can find resources from our services, including a video recording of 

the service and the written sermon—Click here! 

 
READING ONE (OLD TESTAMENT): ISAIAH 64: 1—9 
 
O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 
    so that the mountains would quake at your presence— 
as when fire kindles brushwood 
    and the fire causes water to boil— 
to make your name known to your adversaries, 
    so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 
When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 
    you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 
From ages past no one has heard, 
    no ear has perceived, 
no eye has seen any God besides you, 
    who works for those who wait for him. 
You meet those who gladly do right, 
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    those who remember you in your ways. 
But you were angry, and we sinned; 
    because you hid yourself we transgressed. 
We have all become like one who is unclean, 
    and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 
We all fade like a leaf, 
    and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 
There is no one who calls on your name, 
    or attempts to take hold of you; 
for you have hidden your face from us, 
    and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 
Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; 
    we are the clay, and you are our potter; 
    we are all the work of your hand. 
Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord, 
    and do not remember iniquity forever. 
    Now consider, we are all your people.  
 
READING TWO (NEW TESTAMENT): MARK 13: 1—37 
 
The Destruction of the Temple Foretold 
 
As he came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, Teacher, 
what large stones and what large buildings!” Then Jesus asked him, “Do you 
see these great buildings? Not one stone will be left here upon another; all will 
be thrown down.” 

When he was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, 
James, John, and Andrew asked him privately, “Tell us, when will this be, and 
what will be the sign that all these things are about to be accomplished?” Then 
Jesus began to say to them, “Beware that no one leads you astray. Many will 
come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and they will lead many astray. When 
you hear of wars and rumours of wars, do not be alarmed; this must take 
place, but the end is still to come. For nation will rise against nation, and 
kingdom against kingdom; there will be earthquakes in various places; there 
will be famines. This is but the beginning of the birth pangs. 
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Persecution Foretold 

“As for yourselves, beware; for they will hand you over to councils; and you will 
be beaten in synagogues; and you will stand before governors and kings 
because of me, as a testimony to them. And the good news must first be 
proclaimed to all nations. When they bring you to trial and hand you over, do 
not worry beforehand about what you are to say; but say whatever is given you 
at that time, for it is not you who speak, but the Holy Spirit. Brother will betray 
brother to death, and a father his child, and children will rise against parents 
and have them put to death; and you will be hated by all because of my name. 
But the one who endures to the end will be saved. 
 
The Desolating Sacrilege 

“But when you see the desolating sacrilege set up where it ought not to be (let 
the reader understand), then those in Judea must flee to the mountains; the 
one on the housetop must not go down or enter the house to take anything 
away; the one in the field must not turn back to get a coat. Woe to those who 
are pregnant and to those who are nursing infants in those days! Pray that it 
may not be in winter. For in those days there will be suffering, such as has not 
been from the beginning of the creation that God created until now, no, and 
never will be. And if the Lord had not cut short those days, no one would be 
saved; but for the sake of the elect, whom he chose, he has cut short those 
days. And if anyone says to you at that time, ‘Look! Here is the Messiah!’ or 
‘Look! There he is!’—do not believe it. False messiahs and false prophets will 
appear and produce signs and omens, to lead astray, if possible, the elect. But 
be alert; I have already told you everything. 
 
The Coming of the Son of Man 
 
“But in those days, after that suffering, 
the sun will be darkened, 
    and the moon will not give its light, 
and the stars will be falling from heaven, 
    and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
 
Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and 
glory. Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four  
 

winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 

Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and 
glory. Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four 
winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 
 
The Lesson of the Fig Tree 
 
“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and 
puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you see 
these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell 
you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken 
place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
 
The Necessity for Watchfulness 
 
“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor 
the Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the 
time will come. It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and 
puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to 
be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the 
master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, 
or at dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what 
I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.” 

 Hj 

FUNDRAISING BOOKLETS 
j 

Published during the lockdown, two new booklets by David Machin are for sale 
at £5 each, every penny to the church roof fund. As usual you’re 

 sure to find plenty to amuse you - and to give you pause to think: 
- Let the Rafters Ring - verses fresh off the pen  

- Ding Dong Merrily - tasty tales to make you smile. David will also take orders 
for any of his previous ‘Verses for Funny Folk’ (children and the young at heart) 

- Verse on the Wing - (our friends the birds) 
- Machinations’- (his first volume of short stories)  

or indeed any of his earlier booklets of verse.  
You can get in touch at david@machdv.plus.com or by ringing 872228.  



GIFT SUNDAY 
This year, Gift Sunday takes place on 
13 December. Our gifts will once again 
be going to the children at Meadowlea 
Children’s Home in Menston. They 
would appreciate donations of new 
toys, games and gifts suitable for 5—
10 year olds. Please leave gifts 
unwrapped. Thank you in advance for 
all of your kind donations.     
 

DIAL-A-SERMON—01943 666875 
St John’s has a phone line which offers 
a short Service of the Word. The call is 
charged at your local rate and is 
available 24/7.  
 
MENSTON HELPLINE—01943 874335  
The Menston helpline is available to 
support people in the village in the 
coming month(s). We are particularly 
conscious that the needs of people will 
be different to earlier in the year - 
keeping warm and having a hot meal - 
may be more challenging. Please us 
know if we can help in any way with 
this. 
 
PARISH NOTES 
As well as uploading the Parish Notes 
to our website, we also send them 
out via email every week. If you would 
like to be added to the list, please 
email office@stjohnmenston.org.uk 
 
CHURCH ROOF PRAYER MEETING 
Sunday 29 November at 8:15pm for 
one hour. You are invited to attend a  
 
 

prayer meeting (via Zoom) for St John's 
Church Roof. The details of how to join 
the Zoom meeting are below. If you 
need any help, please get in touch.  
https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/87295685145 
Meeting ID: 872 9568 5145  
 
CHAPLAIN’S CHUTNEY  
Raising money for the roof appeal, 
Andrew has the following products, all 
homemade.  
 Old Dower House Chutney: 

traditional apple and plum a 
favourite! 

 Sweet Piccalilli: Northern 
favourite! 

 Christmas Chutney, cranberries, 
figs, Christmas spices. 

 Seville Marmalade, sunshine in a 
jar! 

 Lemon Curd, great for tea as well 
as breakfast. 

 Corn Chow-chow, like corn relish 
but better! 

£4 a jar, all proceeds to the roof 
appeal. Please email or phone for safe 
delivery during lockdown. 
associate@stjohnmenston.og.uk or 
07710561167.  
 
CHRISTMAS SERVICES 
Please see the poster on the final page 
of the notes for our additional 
Christmas service times. Please note 
that all services are subject to change 
according to government guidance.  
 

hh 

WE PRAY FOR h 

hh 
The Sick:      Ken Parker, Pauline Blake, Sylvia Bradley,   

        Marjorie Thompson, Eric Wilkinson 

hh 
The Deceased:       Olga Clapham, Sheila Agar 
 
Memorial Book:    Roy Waring, Harry Naylor, Æverill Tinkler, Arthur  
      Voigt, David Jones, Eleanor Hill, William Greetham, 
      John Slater, Hilda Simmonds, Harry Price,  
      Edwin Mee, Arthur Wilson, Denis Sharp 

h 

~   ~   ~   ~   ~  ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   h 

h 

h 

 Local government, community leaders 

 All who provide local services 

 Those who work with young or elderly people 

 Schools, colleges and universities 

 Emergency and rescue organizations  

 
     ~   ~   ~   ~   ~  ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   hjh 
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Lord God, 
only you can see into my heart and know 

there is a deep longing 
to make this Advent one that welcomes you 

more deeply into my own life. 
My heart desires the warmth of your love 

and my mind searches for your Light 
in the midst of the darkness. 

Lord, in your name, 
Amen. 
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