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ROOF APPEAL ~ 
What’s happening! 
 

Our target ~ £102,000 
 

Income to 24/5/2021 

 

The appeal has currently raised from: 

Trusts & Foundations  £1,000 

Congregational giving  £45,382.04 

Fundraising activities  £6,724.51 

Menston community  £6,129.99 

Gift Aid claimed   £10,503.25 

TOTAL      £69,739.80 (with Gift Aid) 
 

We are still short of our fundraising target so it is not too 

late to donate either by 
 

 BACS to: Menston PCC 40-22-28 A/C 40572640 

 Reference (most imp) : Roof + surname 
 

 Cheque payable to Menston PCC. Send to the 

 Treasurer, Hillcrest, Kelcliffe Lane, Guiseley, 

 Leeds LS20 9DE or post through the Parish Office 

 letterbox. If you are a taxpayer please consider 

 Gift Aid. A gift aid declaration form is available 

 from the Treasurer if he does not already hold 

 your details. 

FUNDRAISING 
 

Some fundraising events are currently being planned 

for later in the year - see pages 9, 10 and 11 and we 

hope that these will go ahead. Any changes to these 

events will be notified in good time via the Parish 

Notes, website and magazine. 
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Copy for the double JULY / AUGUST magazine is due 

by Sunday 13 June. Please email copy to both editor 

and Parish Office (office@stjohnmenston.org.uk) or 

leave copy for typing with the office. 

This month 
 

P6 A View from the Pews 
 

P7  Prayer Points 
 

P8 Roof Appeal news! 
 

P9 Open Gardens 

 

P10 150th Anniversary 
 
P12 Worship details  
 
P15 Mothers’ Union 
 
P18 Bible Bite 

What do you think will happen after Covid? 

You can take your choice: a recent survey has found that a third 

of us think that society may never go back to the old ways, a 

third of us think we will go back to exactly as we were before, 

and a third of us think that we will be keener than ever to stay 

together.  
 

The Together Coalition, chaired by the Archbishop of 

Canterbury, has been working for the past year on a piece of 

research to track just what has happened to communities during 

lockdown. 
 

The new research has found that ‘people feel a stronger sense of 

connection to their neighbours and community. …We found a 

clear public appetite for a society in which we are more 

connected to each other, and the community spirit of 2020 is 

kept alive.’ 
 

It also found that around 12.4 million people have volunteered 

during the pandemic, 4.6 million of them for the first time. And 

75 per cent of those volunteers would be happy to do so again. 

 

From the Editor 
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The Vicarage 
 

 

Dear Friends 
 

I said last month in my letter that the church council are 

working on some planning and reflection under the headings of 

‘Worship,’ ‘Mission’ and ‘Discipleship,’ and last month I wrote 

about the worship of God being a while life activity, or posture, 

rather than just a Sunday thing. 
 

This month, PCC will be looking at another heading: 

Discipleship. For those for whom this is a ‘churchy’ word, it is 

basically short-hand for encouraging one another’s faith, 

building each another up in faith, praying with and for one 

another, learning from each other and teaching each other, 

challenging each other and setting examples for each other. 

Traditionally, disciples were those who sought to learn from 

their rabbi and do everything as he did and learn from his 

teaching. It’s an individual and corporate action whereby we are 

disciples of Jesus, just like the Twelve were when Jesus was 

alive.  
 

In Acts chapter 2 we read: 
 

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, 

to the breaking of bread and the prayers. Awe came upon 

everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by 

the apostles. All who believed were together and had all things in 

common; they would sell their possessions and goods and 

distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as 

they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at 

home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, praising 

God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day 

the Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 
 

Here we have just one particular snapshot from one particular 

time of what that looked like. But just like with worship, it is 

clear that being a disciple isn’t just a Sunday thing. It seems 
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instead to be a really life-changing and challenging thing. The 

church devoted themselves to the apostles teaching (i.e. teaching 

about the scriptures and the stories about Jesus) and to 

fellowship, which included communion and prayers. They spent 

loads of time in the temple together, but also praised God at 

home. This snapshot feels quite a long way removed from some 

of our Christian faith today. 
 

That’s what the church council will be discussing. How can we 

help each other to understand the Bible and apply it to today; to 

fall in love with the stories of Jesus and of God’s great acts in 

history? How can we help each other to pray, expecting to be 

heard? How can we encourage each other and share stories of 

what God does day by day in each of our lives? How can we learn 

our faith together, challenge each other, and be examples of 

faith to each other? 
 

All this is important - not so that we support a flawed 

institution, or so we produce a more moral society - it is 

important because as God’s people, surely we would want to 

know God better, be more in tune with the God we worship, take 

our place within the family of God, and seek to build up our 

brothers and sisters in Jesus in their faith? Discipleship means 

that collectively and individually we are a people who follow 

Jesus, emulating him and helping others to grow in faith too. 
 

How do you feel about this devotion to Jesus, his teaching, and 

the life of his church? What would help you in your faith? What 

would help you to understand the Bible as you read it at home? 

What would help you pray? How can your following of Jesus 

become a natural thing that takes place every day, each day 

bringing you closer to God? I’d love to hear your thoughts, but 

also I’d love to know you were thinking and praying about it. 

Steve 
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A View from The Pews by Dominic Hall 

In the next few weeks it is possible that the way we have lived for 

more than a year will change. There are likely to be more people on 

the road in the morning, more people in restaurants, theatres and 

cinemas will reopen, many people will be planning summer holidays 

abroad. All this is welcome as we regain a semblance of the life we 

have missed since early in 2020.  
 

However, I think it is important we try to keep hold of some of the 

new ways of living that we have found during lockdown. A friend of 

mine has recently moved into an apartment in Leeds. His morning 

run is illustrated on Twitter with photos of the beautiful Victorian 

architecture of the city centre. It reminds us that one thing we can 

do, whatever the future may hold, is take time to look at the world 

around us. For many that may well involve a walk in the country or 

a leisurely stroll around a beautiful garden. It is worth 

remembering the built environment and the treasures that it holds 

as well.  
 

As a thought exercise I would like you to think of your favourite 

building. The rule is that it must be a building you have visited or 

lived in that has had an impact on you. Rather than just getting the 

image in your head, take a few extra moments to recover the 

feelings and emotions. Take a walk through the building in your 

mind. Note the smells, sounds, shapes and colours you remember.  
 

There is a purpose to this. We can all get so caught up in the 

general hubbub of life that we do not take the time to appreciate the 

world around us and the effect it has on us. Slowing down, looking 

up, breathing are simple ways of making sure the pace of life does 

not take us too quickly through the day. Spending a moment 

recalling the sights, sounds and smells of a place that has brought 

us comfort, joy, peace or security can encourage us to be grateful not 

only for the world around us but for our place in it. 
 

We are, by design, social beings. The hardships for us all in the past 

year or so have been well documented. The government use the 

slogan ‘build back better’ and I think it is a good one. It encourages 

us all to look around, see what is good and use that as our guide as 

we step into the future.  
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P rayer Points 

With thanks to Kathy Roberts for this month’s Prayer Points  

June – almost the turning of the year. Nature in full flower and 
an appreciation of all it offers. Also the anticipation of family 
holidays and enjoyment 
 
SAINTS DAYS:  11 JUNE  - St Barnabas 

                            29 JUNE  - St Peter and St Paul 
 
Thank you, God, for the saints who through their lives and 
teaching left their mark on this earth for us to follow. May we 
learn to live wisely from their examples of faith, dedication, 
worship and love. Amen 

 
WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY -  5 JUNE 

Initiated by the United Nations in 1970 to remind us that 
Humans are not alone on this planet. A huge biological 
ecosystem exists and we survive because of that. 
 

Enjoy the earth gently 

Enjoy the earth gently 

For if the earth is spoiled 

It cannot be repaired 

Enjoy the earth gently                 

  Yoruba poem: Bread of Tomorrow 

 
FATHER’S DAY - 20 JUNE 

This celebration was introduced in the USA in 1910 and 
declared a National holiday in 1972 before this custom 
spread worldwide. 
 
Dear God, bless all fathers who have accepted the 
responsibility of being a parent. Guide them to be good role 
models, looking to your example to parent with patience, love 
and understanding. Amen 



- 8 - 

St John's Church is not responsible for the quality of work or 
services advertised in this magazine 
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ENTRY £5 - CHILDREN UNDER 12 FREE 

WHEN ACCOMPANIED BY AN ADULT 

PLANTS AND REFRESHMENTS FOR SALE 

SUBJECT TO COVID RESTRICTIONS BEING LIFTED 

JOIN US AS WE OPEN SIX BEAUTIFUL 

GARDENS TO RAISE MONEY FOR THE 

MENSTON PARISH CHURCH ROOF FUND 

Open Gardens 

on 

The Homestead 

SATURDAY 17 JULY  2 - 4pm 
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Our Parish Church is celebrating its 150th 
Anniversary this year.  

 
We have so much to celebrate and give thanks for, and 
so this year, as we gradually emerge from our enforced 
hibernation, we want to say thank you for 150 years of 

faithful witness and service in a number of ways. 
 

Some events are well under way in the planning and 
preparation. Other events still need your help to make 

them become real.  

 
So many of our usual activities will have a grateful nod to 
the thanks for 150 years, and prayers for the future. We 

seriously need to address the roof appeal, and make 
sure that a new roof is the best gift we can give this year.  

 
If you have any ideas, questions, inspirations or offers 
of help please contact Andrew who will give as much 

support as he can. 
 

Thank you - we can only do it with YOU!  
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Friday 17 – Sunday 19 September 

Flower Festival 

‘Divine Reflections’ 
 

Sunday 19 September 
 

Celebration Service led by the 
Lord Bishop of  Leeds, 

the Rt Revd Nick Baines. 

150 Great Recipes 
 

Share your favourite 
dish with us all. Recipes 

still needed! Contact  
Sue Lee 875393 

Nostalgia Night 

featuring local band 
Time Warp. 

Saturday 30 October at 
Kirklands. 

Harvest of Gifts and Talents  
A celebration of all the skills we 

have been given as well as our 
usual Harvest Festival. 
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6 June The First Sunday after TRINITY  

Readings: Acts 5: 1-16; Mark 3: 20-end 

 9.30am 

11.00am 

Zest 

Service of the Word followed by optional Eucharist 

13 June The Second Sunday after TRINITY  

Readings: Acts 6: 1-15; Mark 4: 26-34 

 9.30am 

11.00am 

Zest 

Service of the Word followed by optional Eucharist 

20 June The Third Sunday after TRINITY  

Readings: Acts 8: 26-40; Mark 4: 35-51 

 9.30am 

11.00am 

Zest 

Service of the Word followed by optional Eucharist 

27 June The Fourth Sunday after TRINITY  

Readings: Acts 9: 1-19; Mark 5: 21-end 

 9.30am 

11.00am 

Zest 

Service of the Word followed by optional Eucharist 

4 July The Fifth Sunday after TRINITY  

Readings: Acts tba; Mark tba 

 9.30am 

11.00am 

 

Zest 

Service of the Word followed by optional Eucharist 

MID-WEEK SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 

9.30am Wednesdays: 2 / 9 / 16 / 23 / 30 June 
 

Worship this month 
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COVID-19 PROTOCOLS 
Please continue to 

maintain physical distancing 

measures when in the church 

building. During the 11am 

service, any overflow will be 

directed to the Parish Room 

where the speaker system will 

be used to enable people there 

to take part.  
 

Normal hygiene measures 

(sanitiser on entry and exit, 

etc) are still in place, and a 

register will be kept of those 

who attend for the purposes of 

contact tracing.  

GIFT AID 
If anyone requires a statement 

showing their gift aided 

donations to St Johns for the 

tax year 2020/21 please let me 

know. Under normal 

circumstances I would leave 

statements for all regular 

givers in envelopes at the back 

of church, but, under current 

restrictions, I will deliver a 

statement if you request one. 

Colin Alexander 01943 878355 

or colinalexander266@btintern

et.com 

GREEN TIPS for this month 
 

 

This month’s tips look at ideas for the garden. 
 

~ Set aside an area of your garden for 

 contemplation and reflection. See the Quiet 

 Garden Trust and Reflection Gardens for inspiring ideas on 

 using our gardens to create space for God. 
 

~ Use washing-up water on your plants, before using the 

 water in your water butts.  
 
 

Remember - small actions on our part DO make changes.  
 

Outreach Group with thanks to the EcoChurch website 

 
 
FUNERAL SERVICES We commend into the hands of Almighty God: 
 

4 May Richard Brian Agar    R.I.P   

FROM THE REGISTERS 

mailto:colinalexander266@btinternet.com
mailto:colinalexander266@btinternet.com
http://www.quietgarden.co.uk/
http://www.quietgarden.co.uk/
http://www.reflectiongardens.org.uk/
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SAINT of the MONTH ~ Barnabas 11 June 
 

Barnabas  was Paul’s first missionary companion and lived in Cyprus. 
 
Born Joseph, a wealthy Jewish Cypriot and a Levite, he is first 
mentioned in Acts 4:36, when the Early Church was sharing a 
communal lifestyle. Joseph sold a field and gave the money to the 
apostles. His support so touched them that they gave him the nickname 
of Barnabas, ‘Son of Encouragement’. 
 
Barnabas has two great claims to fame. Firstly, it was Barnabas who 
made the journey to go and fetch the converted Paul out of Tarsus, and 
persuade him to go with him to Antioch, where there were many new 
believers with no one to help them. For a year the two men ministered 
there, establishing a church. It was here that the believers were first 
called Christians.   
 
It was also in Antioch (Acts 13) that the Holy Spirit led the church to 
‘set aside’ Barnabas and Paul, and to send them out on the church’s 
first ever ‘missionary journey’.  The Bible tells us that they went to 
Cyprus, and then travelled throughout the island. It was at Lystra that 
the locals mistook Barnabas for Zeus and Paul for Hermes, much to 
their dismay. 
 
Much later, back in Jerusalem, Barnabas and Paul decided to part 
company. While Paul travelled on to Syria, Barnabas did what he could 
do best: return to Cyprus and continue to evangelise it. So, when 
restrictions ease and travel is allowed once again, should you go to 
Cyprus and visit churches, remember that Christianity on that beautiful 
island goes right back to Acts 13, when Barnabas and Paul first arrived. 
 
In England there are 13 ancient church dedications and not a few 
modern ones. Barnabas the generous, the encourager, the apostle who 
loved his own people – no wonder he should be remembered with love. 
 

Parish Pump News Service 
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Persistence in Prayer 
 

As a young child I asked my mother what prayer was. Her answer 

stayed with me, ‘Prayer is all of your life.’ While it took quite a bit 

of time to work that one out, my answer now is, when asked, 

‘Prayer is our conversation with God’. A two-way thing and if I 

want to maintain my relationship with God, I need to maintain 

that conversation. 

 

Mothers’ Union members from Papua New Guinea are taught 

from an early age that daily prayer is a part of their lives. In most 

instances morning prayer from their Prayer Book is a daily ritual. 

Also at the end of every Eucharist no one moves from church until 

the candles are extinguished and it is a time of silent prayer. 

 

Another help to my prayer life was a sermon, still when I was 

quite young, that included the word ACTS, as a pattern for 

prayer. Adoration, confession, thanksgiving and supplications - 

that is praying for our wants and needs. I have used it ever since, 

I cannot go to sleep without praying with this formula, although 

nowadays the supplications for myself are often lost as I fall 

asleep! 

 

So along with regular formal prayers and essential ‘arrow’ 

prayers, my conversations with God are regular, with moments all 

day to hear God, joyful, and, I hope never-ending. 

 

by Revd Canon Libbie Crossman, 

a Mothers’ Union Trustee 
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Across 

1  Military tactic used by Joshua to attack and destroy the city of Ai 
(Joshua 8:2) (6) 
4  Place of learning (6)  
8  ‘When Moses’ hands grew — , they took a stone and put it under 
him and he sat on it’ (Exodus 17:12) (5)  
9  Unpleasant auguries of the end of the age, as forecast by Jesus 
(Matthew 24:7) (7)  
10 Stronghold to which girls in King Xerxes’ harem (including 
Esther) were taken (Esther 2:8) (7)  
11 Where Saul went to consult a medium before fighting the 
Philistines (1 Samuel 28:7) (5)  
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12 Propitiation (Hebrews 2:17) (9) 
17 Turn away (Jeremiah 11:15) (5)  
19 So clear (anag.) (7)  
21 ‘I have just got — , so I can’t come’: one excuse to be absent 
from the great banquet (Luke 14:20) (7)  
22 Long weapon with a pointed head used by horsemen (Job 39:23) 
(5)  
23 Musical beat (6)  
24 What the Israelites were told to use to daub blood on their  
door-frames at the first Passover (Exodus 12:22) (6) 
 
 
Down 
1  Fasten (Exodus 28:37) (6)  
2  Art bite (anag.) (7)  
3  ‘The people of the city were divided; some — with the Jews, 
others with the apostles’ (Acts 14:4) (5)  
5  Contend (Jeremiah 12:5) (7)  
6  Possessed (Job 1:3) (5)  
7  Sheen (Lamentations 4:1) (6)  
9  ‘You love evil rather than good, — rather than speaking the 
truth’ (Psalm 52:3) (9)  
13 Large flightless bird (Job 39:13) (7)  
14 They were worth several hundred pounds each (Matthew 25:15) 
(7)  
15 ‘A — went out to sow his seed’ (Matthew 13:3) (6)  
16 How Jesus described Jairus’s daughter when he went into the 
room where she lay (Mark 5:39) (6)  
18 The part of the day when the women went to the tomb on the 
first Easter morning (John 20:1) (5)  
20 Narrow passageway between buildings (Luke 14:21) (5) 

Answers page 19 
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Altar Flowers 

Thank you to those who have 

signed the new flower rota. 

Plenty of dates are still free. 

It’s a lovely way to remember 

a special anniversary or a 

loved one. Have a look next 

time you are passing through 

the church porch. 
 
 
13 June Ann Hill 
 

NOTICE BOARD 

Grandpa’s Face 
 

A little girl was sitting next to her grandfather as he read her a 

bedtime story. From time to time, she would take her eyes off 

the book and reach up and touch his wrinkled cheek. She would 

touch her own face after she touched his. 

 

After a while of thinking she asked, ‘Grandpa, did God make 

you?’ 

 

He looked at her and said, ‘Yes, sweetheart, God made me a long 

time ago.’ 

 

She paused for a few seconds, then asked, ‘Grandpa, did God 

make me too?’ 

 

He replied, ‘Yes indeed, he made you just a little while ago’. 

 

Feeling their  respective faces again, she whispered to him, 

‘God’s getting better at it, isn’t he?’  
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St John's Church is not responsible for the quality of work or 

services advertised in this magazine 

 

MANOR COATING 
SYSTEMS LIMITED 

 

 
 

Paint Manufacturers 
and Merchants 

 
 

 

 

Otley Road, Shipley 
BD17 7DP  

PHILIP DAVIES MP 
 

 
To contact Philip... 

 

 

Call: 

01274 592248  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Write: 

House of Commons, 

London SW1A OAA 
 
 

Your Interests, 
Not Self Interest   

Andrew Abbiss 

Chimney Sweep 
 

                   Member of National     
                    Association of   

                    Chimney Sweeps 

 
01943 871206 

07980 669220 
 

www.andrewabbisschimneysweep.co.uk 

J WAITE & SON 
JOINERS & BUILDERS 

Menston 

872485 

MCS 
 

Menston Catering Services 
Award Winning Home Made Pies & Confectionery 

Buffets for Every Occasion - Home or Business 
Crockery, Cutlery & Glassware Hire 

Chris Naylor, 22 Bradford Road, Menston 

01943 878067 

J Waite & Son 
Funeral Directors 

 

Independent family business for  
over 65 years. Personal and  

professional service at all times. 
• Dedicated Chapel of Rest 

• Pre-paid funeral plan 
• 24 hour service 

 
46 Main Street Menston 

 

01943  872485 day or night 

Advertising ~ ring the 

Parish Office 01943 872433 
 

 

1/12th page ~ £28 / year 
 

1/6th page ~ £55 / year 
 
 

Larger sizes available on request 

http://www.andrewabbisschimneysweep.co.uk
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Live well, your way 

with care at home 

Please contact our specialists 

covering Ilkley, Skipton and 

Settle on 01943 662188 or 
 

visit homeinstead.co.uk/Ilkley 

Each Home Instead franchise office is 
independently owned and operated. 

Copyright Home Instead 2021 

Companionship 
 

Home Help 
 

Personal Care 

  Hospital Rehab / Recovery 
 

Dementia Care 
 

Live-in Care 
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St John's Church is not responsible for the quality of work or 
services advertised in this magazine 

The House Keeper 
Service you can trust! 

 

 

INTRODUCTORY OFFER 33% OFF INITIAL VISIT* 
(Terms and Conditions apply, no charge for consultation) 

 

  

Contact Alyson Smith  
07734 428389 or 01943 871511 

Thehouse_keeper@btinternet.com 

Well established domestic help and assisted living business. 
We specialise in supporting older people and those with 

disabilities to lead independent lives, as well as busy families 
and professionals. 

 

We will happily help with cleaning, shopping, laundry, ironing, 
meal preparation and companionship. Wheelchair accessible 
vehicle available for accompanied visits, shopping, trips etc. 

 
Fully insured and police checked. References available. 
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Without the support of our advertisers the magazine would not be financially viable. 
Please try to support them whenever possible, and mention this magazine when 

doing so.  

B. F. E. BRAYS Ltd 
Chartered Accountants 

 

 

FULL RANGE OF ACCOUNTANCY and 

TAXATION SERVICES including 

SELF ASSESSMENT RETURNS 
 

MAKING TAX DIGITAL FOR BUSINESSES 
 

Contact: Linda Nelson, Laurence Bentley, David Eadon 
 
 
 

Building Society Chambers, Wesley Street, Otley LS21 1AZ 
 
 
 

01943 462518     otley@bfebrays.co.uk 

SARAH THE CARER 
DBS (CRB) checked & BUPA trained 

 

 

Experienced local lady available to offer companionship and 
support on a one to one basis, enabling at home care and in-

dependence. Services include, but not limited to:   
 

• Night or day care 

• Specialist care eg Dementia  

• Cleaning/Laundry 

• Food preparation 

• Personal hygiene 

• Local shopping / errands 
 

Please call to discuss your personal needs. 
 

Contact Sarah: 01943 874018 or 07919 566352 
 

Excellent references available.  

mailto:otley@bfebrays.co.uk

