
PARISH  
 

NOTES 

THE FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY    13 SEPTEMBER 2020 
RACIAL JUSTICE SUNDAY 
 

There is a short, simple service of the word today at 4pm,  
followed by an optional Eucharist.  

 
This service will be limited within the church building, maintaining physical 
distancing measures, and any overflow will be directed to the parish room 

where the speaker system will be used to enable people there to take part in 
the service. The church building will be open for private prayer from 10am on 
Sunday as normal, but will close for the rest of the day after the service. The 
Church of England has recommended that mask should be worn at all times 
when in the church building (exceptions apply). Normal hygiene measures 
will also be in place, and a register will be kept of those who attend for the 

purposes of government contact tracing  
 

READING 1 (OLD TESTAMENT): GENESIS 1 

 

Six Days of Creation and the Sabbath 

 
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was 

a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind 

from God swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, “Let there be 

light”; and there was light. And God saw that the light was good; and God 

separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the 

darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the 

first day. 
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And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it 

separate the waters from the waters.” So God made the dome and 

separated the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were 

above the dome. And it was so. God called the dome Sky. And there was 

evening and there was morning, the second day. 

 

And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one 

place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. God called the dry land 

Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God 

saw that it was good. Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: 

plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit 

with the seed in it.” And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation: 

plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with 

the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and 

there was morning, the third day. 

 

And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the 

day from the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days 

and years,  and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon 

the earth.” And it was so. God made the two great lights—the greater light 

to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. God set 

them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, to rule over the 

day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And 

God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was morning, 

the fourth day. 

 

And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and 

let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.” So God created 

the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, 

with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And 

God saw that it was good. God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and 

multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the 



earth.” And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 

 
 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle 

and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was 

so. God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of 

every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And 

God saw that it was good. 

 

Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our 

likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the 

birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the 

earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” 

 

So God created humankind in his image, 

    in the image of God he created them;  

    male and female he created them. 

 

God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill 

the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and 

over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the 

earth.” God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is 

upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall 

have them for food. And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of 

the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the 

breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. God 

saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there 

was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 

 

 

 

READING 2 (NEW TESTAMENT): MATTHEW 18: 21—35 

 

Forgiveness 

 

Then Peter came and said to him, “Lord, if another member of the church 

sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus 

said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 

 

The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant 

 

“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who 

wished to settle accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, 

one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; and, as he 

could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and 

children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave fell 

on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you 

everything.’ And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and 

forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one 

of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the 

throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ Then his fellow slave fell down and 

pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ But he 

refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the 

debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly 

distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken 

place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I 

forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not 

have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger 

his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire 

debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not 

forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 

 



ELECTORAL ROLL  

The revised Electoral Roll is on view 

at the back of Church. Forms are 

available if you would like to be on 

the Roll but no new names can be 

added until after the PCC AGM on 

Sunday 27 September. 
 

DIAL-A-SERMON 

St John’s has a phone line which 

offers a short Service of the Word. 

The call is charged at your local rate 

(ie. the standard local rate of your 

phone tariff) and is available 24/7. 

01943 666875 

 

PARISH MAGAZINE 

The deadline for the October Parish 

Magazine is TODAY, Sunday 13 

September.   

 

SUNDAY RESOURCES  

Today’s Service of the Word video 

and a Zest service video are now on 

our website. Click here to watch! 

 

FUNDRAISING BOOKLETS 

Published during the lockdown, two 

new booklets by David Machin are 

for sale at £5 each, every penny to 

the church roof fund. For more 

information, see page 21 of this 

months Parish Magazine which can 

be viewed on our website: 

www.stjohnmenston.org.uk/

magazine 

 

ST JOHN’S ROOF APPEAL 

Donations are continuing to come in 

and now total £26,815 which, with 

Gift Aid, amounts to £32,148. Many 

thanks to those who have responded 

so generously. We have not yet ‘hit 

our target’ so please consider 

making a donation if you have not 

already done so. Due to the current 

situation with Covid-19, we are 

continuing to postpone the 

distribution of appeal letters to the 

wider community and, of course, 

there have  been few opportunities 

for fundraising events.  

 

HARVEST SUNDAY  

Next Sunday—20 September 

Once again we shall be supporting 

Bradford North Food Bank but due to 

Covid-19 restrictions please DO NOT 

DONATE any food items. Steve has 

requested that we donate CASH 

ONLY this year. There will be a Big Jar 

at the back of church for your 

donations. Thank you. 

hh 

WE PRAY FOR h 

h 
The Sick:      Ken Parker, Pauline Blake, Sylvia Bradley, 

     Marjorie Thompson, Eric Wilkinson 

gh 

Memorial Book:    Morven Simpson, Grace Hardisty, Eileen Hill, Jill  
      Francis, Mary Taylor, Nora Blott, Kenneth Sharpe,  
      Allan Husband 
 
The Deceased:    Tom Shaw, Jennifer Shaw  
 

~   ~   ~   ~   ~  ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   h 

gh 

 The universal Church 

 Bishops, synods and all who lead the Church 

 The leaders of the nations 

 The natural world and the resources of the earth 

 All who are in any kind of need  

j 

     ~   ~   ~   ~   ~  ~   ~   ~   ~   ~    
 

O God of unconditional love,  

you who show no partiality in respect to people or nations,  

we have heard your good news of great joy for all the people.  

We hear that good news, and in hearing, believe.  

We know that your sanctuary is a house of worship for all people, 

with no regard for the colour of our skin.  

As we worship you, knit us into a people,  

a seamless garment of many colours.  

May we celebrate our unity, made whole in our diversity.  

Amen.  

http://www.stjohnmenston.org.uk/weekly-resources
https://www.stjohnmenston.org.uk/magazine
https://www.stjohnmenston.org.uk/magazine


APCM  
Sunday 27 September 11am 

 
hTo be held in church within a Service of the Word  

with additional seating in the Parish Room.  
 

• Election of 2 Churchwardens  
 

• Election of 6 PCC members:  
4 to serve for 3 years  
1 to serve for 2 years  

1 to serve until 2021 APCM  
 

• Election of Deanery Reps: 
 3 to serve for 3 years  

 
• Treasurer’s Report  

 
• Reports from church groups  

 
Please think and pray about nominations and whether you are  

prepared to stand for any of the vacancies.  
 

Please notify the Vicar by 20 September, by email or in writing,  
of any questions you may wish to raise at the meeting  

 
Copies of the Annual Report and Accounts and reports from church  
groups will be available on Sunday 20 September. Please take one 

per household and bring with you to the meeting.  
 


